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N A T I O N A L I S A T I O N 

Not going away 
Within the ranks of the ANC, there is 
no fundamental disagreement on the 
need to nationalise SA's mines. ANC 
Youth League (ANCYI.) spokesman 
Floyd Shivambu claimed at a public de
bate last week. 

The league will present its draft pro
posal on mine nationalisation by the end 
of this month for adoption at the ANC 
national general council meeting in 
September, he added. 

But |H>litical analyst Aubrey Matshiqi 
was sceptical. "I don't know why we are 
having this debate," he said at the dis
cussion hosted by the Centre for Policy 
Studies and Southern African Resource 
Watch. 

"I don't think it will happen under 
Zuma'S government. Nationalisation re
mains a long-term goal but there is no 
evidence from the ANC's 2007 confer
ence thai it intends to nationalise the 
mines or any other sector." 

The league's calls for nationalisation 
continue to alarm local mining com
panies and foreign investors, despite re
buttals by President Jacob Xuma and 
mining minister Susan Sbabangu. 

Centre for Policy Studies executive di
rector Thabo Kapoo says several invitees 
had declined to speak at the debate 
because of the sensitivity of the issue. 

A report released 
hist week by KIO Ad
visory Services, com
missioned by the SA 
Mining Development 
Association, which 
represents smaller, 
mainly black-owned 
miners, shows that 
black ownership in the 
platinum sector was 
7,95% of its total mar
ket capitalisation, far 
short of the 15% target 
set for 2009 in the 
mining charter. 

"Ix-gi slat ion has 
failed us when it 
should have played a 
strategic role in how 
resources are allo
cated." Shivambu says. 
"After 20 years in gov
ernment, we cannot 
blame apartheid for 
why people are still 
living in shucks and 
parts of SA look like 
deserts." 

The ANCYI/s vocif
erous position maybe 
intended to influence 

discussions between government, labour 
and business on the live-year review of 
the mining charter, culminating in last 
week's mining summit. 

Madoda Sambatba of the National 
Union of Mineworkers. which partic
ipated in drawing up the charter, says a 
suggestion to address the shortfalls in 
meeting its targets might be to make 
government — rather than historically 
disadvantaged South Africans — the 
holder of a 26'% stake in mining assets. 

Mining companies should be required 
lo assist government to secure RlOObn 
within live years to achieve this level of 
participation. Sambatba says. 
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